






Up & Cummings, Fall 2007, Page 4 

Projects Under Construction (Con’t) 

Middle School MM-1 (Hialeah Gardens, FL) 
Value:  $35 Million 
PM: Nick Randazzo  
 
All Underground utilities and building tie-ins for the sanitary, water and storm 
are 95% complete.  Framing, MEP wall and overhead rough are 90% complete 
at Buildings A, C, D and F.  Interior framing is ongoing at Buildings B and 
E.  Interior finishes for Buildings C and F have commenced.  All lightweight 
insulating concrete and modified roofing systems are complete at Buildings A 
(low roof), B, C, D, E, F and H.  The underground chilled water mains, cooling 
tower, pumps and chillers are 100% complete.  Decking, precast joists and 
reinforcing steel at Building A (oval roof area) is 75% complete.  Fire Protection 
system for Buildings A, B, C, D, E and F are 90% complete.  Sub-base, base 
and first lift of asphalt are 100% complete at the staff parking (NE side of 
project).  Sub-base and base are ongoing at the visitor’s parking lot (SE side of 
project).   

Middle School UU-1 (Miami, FL) 
Value:  $35 Million 
PM: Alex Suarez 
 
Work at the three story classroom building has move into the finishes phase. 
Drywall installation commenced following the completion of electrical, 
mechanical and plumbing rough-in at this area.  All exterior windows and 
roofing are complete. Exterior walkway canopies have been poured. Building C 
is in the framing and rough-in stage.  Firesprinkler rough-in is complete; 
followed by electrical, ductwork and plumbing installation which remains 
ongoing.  Wall framing is complete.  Exterior walkway canopies have been 
poured up to the 3rd Level. The Cafetorium is in the finishes phase with the 
commencement of drywall. Storefront installation is nearing completion along 
with the completion of roofing surfaces. Buildings B & E are in the process of 
installation of lightweight insulating concrete on the concrete roof 
decks.  Roofing material installation will follow shortly. The Administration and 
Media Center Building is finishing completion of exterior CMU walls.  The 
Administration wing has had lightweight concrete installed and roofing material 
has started, providing dry-in of this area.  This has led to commencement of 
exterior wall installation and wall framing at these areas. 

Middle School PP-1 (Miami, FL) 
Value:  $34 Million 
PM: Marc Peckner 
 
Electrical primary and secondary ductbanks, site utilities, and hydronic 
underground as well as the Media Center structure are in progress. 
Construction of the exterior walkways and stairs are in progress. The 
Classroom Building is dried-in; trade rough-in, framing and drywall installation 
are in progress. Locker room finishes are in progress. Chiller building 
equipment is set; hydronic, electrical and plumbing rough-in are in progress. 
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Projects Under Construction (Con’t) 

South Plantation High School (Plantation, FL) 
Value:  $11 Million 
SR. PM: Eric Gnage 
 
All base contract work is complete & the school has occupied the Culinary Arts 
Academy.  We are currently performing Change Order work at the new 
Environmental Sciences Building and are awaiting revised drawings from the 
Architect needed to call for final inspections. 
 

Palm Beach International Airport Parking Garage (West Palm Beach, FL) 
Value:  $63 Million 
PM: Stewart Coulter 
 
The project is scheduled for completion for December 2007 Glass curtain walls 
are being installed, elevator work is ongoing, pressure washing the slabs is 
scheduled to start, with striping to follow. Signage installation has started and 
the toll plaza work has started. 

Pines Middle School (Pembroke Pines, FL) 
Value:  $28 Million 
PM: Robert Riling 
 
Phase I is scheduled for completion at the end of September.  Demolition and 
the balance of Phase II will begin at the beginning of November  2007. 
 

Palm Beach Community College Science & Technology Building  
(Lake Worth, FL) 
Value:  $8 Million 
PM: Christian Guarneri 
 
Exterior window systems are 98% complete.  Mechanical, electrical and plumbing 
rough-in work is complete.  Interior walls are 100% complete and have the 1st 
coat of paint applied.  Acoustical ceiling installation is 30% complete, while hard 
ceilings are 90%.  Laboratory casework including overhead carriers and fume 
hoods began this month.  Additionally, architectural casework installation will start 
during the month of September.   

North Broward Hospital District Parking Garage (Deerfield Beach, FL) 
Value:  $9.5 Million 
PM: Gus Rodriguez  
The foundation has been completed. Erection of precast panel members at the 
Stair/Elevator Tower #1 have been completed as well as the erection of precast 
shearwall panels & spandrel panels at the West elevation. The precast double 
“T” member erection is ongoing from the 2nd floor up to the 4th floor. 
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by Judy Wong 
Construction Begins on New High School in Orlando 

Darlene Catalano spent her 
adolescent years growing up in the 
hills of West Virginia.  Her fondest 
memories are of the summers 
spent along side her Grandmother 
who was the Head Cook for the 4-
H Camp. On any given day, 
Darlene and her Grandmother 
served 300 campers three home 
cooked meals a day. When not 
working at the 4-H camp she spent 
her time at Summersville Dam 
water skiing and camping.   
 
Darlene gave birth to her daughter, 
Courtney in 1986.  After a short 
marriage, Darlene and Courtney 
moved to Florida in 1991 and 
began working with Frederic R. 
Harris Engineering as a Word 
Processor. In 1994, she began 
working for James A. Cummings, 

Inc. as the Jobsite Secretary at the 
Hollywood Elementary School 
project. The school was being built 
right around the corner from where 
she lived, which allowed her to be 
home early in the evenings to 
spend time with Courtney.   
 
After thirteen years with James A. 
Cummings, Inc., she still finds the 
construction field a great challenge. 
Each day seems to hold something 
new. Her career has progressed 
through the years and she is now 
the Accountant at the Aventura 
Mall Expansion and Parking 
Garage Project. 
 
Darlene has been known as quite 
an avid golfer, a far cry from 
serving meals at the 4-H camp in 
the hills of West Virginia. She can 

by Darlene Catalano 

be found most weekends teeing 
off with friends. Her passion for 
the game comes from her 
enjoyment of being outdoors 
taking in what nature has to offer 
and the competitive edge of the 
sport. It also allows her to 
support local charities such as 
“Autism Speaks” where she is 
the Chief Fundraiser for their 
annual golf tournament.  

James A. Cummings, Inc. was 
awarded the Timber Creek/
University High School Relief 
project by Orange County Public 
Schools earlier this year and the 
GMP has been approved at 
$69.9 million.  The new school 
will be built in east Orlando and 
includes an 11-building high  
 school campus, extensive off- 

Manager; Shayla Harris and 
Luis Garcia as Project 
Engineers, Wayne Contois, 
Dave Zeman, and Greg Pitts as 
Superintendents; Doug 
Matthews, Charles Booth and 
Andy Hill, III as Assistant 
Superintendents, and Paul D’Uva 
as an Intern.  

James A. Cummings, Inc. is proud 
to announce that Rick Derrer, our 
President, has recently been 
selected as one of two inductees to 
the University of Florida’s M.E. 
Rinker Construction Hall of Fame. 
He will be honored at a ceremony 
in November where his plaque on 
the Construction Hall of Fame wall 
will be unveiled.  
 

Rick graduated with honors from 
the University of Florida in 1973 
with a degree in Building 
Construction. With 33 years 
experience in the construction 
industry, he has earned a 
reputation of dealing with everyone 
with integrity and facing challenges 
on jobsites with a no-nonsense 
approach. 
 

by Judy Wong 
Derrer Inducted to UF’s Construction Hall of Fame 

site roadway improvements and 
a transportation staging area on 
the 90-acre site. The Notice to 
Proceed was issued on 
September 5th and the entire 
team has started working on the 
project. Completion is set for the 
start of classes in August 2009. 
The on-site project team will 
include Jay Mahanes as Project 

Rick currently serves as a member 
of the Rinker School’s Advisory 
Council EXCOM and assists with 
fundraising and curriculum 
development. He is an outstanding 
contributor to many charities 
including the Boys & Girls Club, 
United Way and the Partnership for 
the Homeless. 
 
 

Employee Spotlight “Darlene Catalano” 
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by Judy Wong 
Cummings’ Employees Recognized for their Community Leadership 

 

Beth is one of “Ft. Lauderdale’s  
Finest Singles” 
 
Beth Yowell, Marketing 
Coordinator, was recently 
recognized by the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation when she was 
honored as one of Ft. 
Lauderdale’s Finest Singles. This 
event honors individuals for their 
outstanding contributions to their 
community and their fund-raising 
commitment to the Cystic Fibrosis    
Foundation. Thanks to all those  
 

At James A. Cummings, Inc., giving 
back to the community is a corporate 
commitment. Employees from all 
departments within the organization 
participate. Following are some 
employees recently recognized. 
 
Maphis Wins “40 under 40” 
 
Rob Maphis, Central Florida Vice 
President/Branch Manager, was 
among an elite group of 
professionals  
who were chosen  
as one of Central  
Florida’s 40 under  
40 by the Orlando  
Business Journal.  
This award was given  
to 40 outstanding,  
young, business  
men and women  
who have achieved  
success and have made a difference 
in the Central Florida business 
community. The nominees span 
various industries including real 
estate, finance, construction, legal, 

media and hospitality, to name a 
few. Rob was honored at a 
luncheon held at the Sheraton 
Orlando Downtown and was 
joined by his wife, Suzanne, his 
parents, grandmother, and  fellow  
co-workers, Angelique Kinker,  
Judy Wong, Giovanna Alessi  
and Beth Yowell. 
  
               Rob has been actively  
               involved in numerous          
               community   
                  organizations and       
                   currently serves as  
                    co-chairman of the   
                     West Orange  
                      Education  
                       Committee, a  
                       mentor in the  
                      Osceola Schools 
“Take Stock in Children” program, 
and is a member of Orange 
County’s Building Codes Board of 
Adjustments and Appeals. Rob 
has been with Cummings for 14 
years. 
 

by Judy Wong 
De la Feuilliez Honored for his Community Support 

At their annual Valor Awards 
Reception, the American 
Diabetes Association honored 
Ray de la Feuilliez as one of their 
award recipients. This award is 
given to those individuals who 
contribute towards spreading 
awareness of Diabetes. Ray has 
been involved with the 
Association since 2000 and is 
currently a member of the 
Leadership Council. “Ray is a 
tireless worker and it is only fitting 
that he be recognized for his 
efforts”, says Derrer, President of 
Cummings. 
 
Ray’s background includes 25 
years in the Broward County 
School System which began as a 
teacher in 1970. He then went on 

like Diabetes Awareness. He is an 
integral part of our company”, says 
Derrer. 
 
Ray has been with Cummings since 
1998 as the Human Resources 
Manager and Vice President of 
Business Development.  

to become Assistant Principal of 
Vocational Programs and progressed 
to Associate Superintendent of 
Facilities, Property Management, 
Maintenance and Transportation in 
1986.   
 
Throughout Ray’s career, he has 
supported numerous charity 
organizations in Broward County 
including the Broward Partnership for 
the Homeless, former Board Member 
for the American Red Cross, member 
of the United Way of Broward 
County’s 2006 Campaign Cabinet, a 
member of the Construction Licensing 
Board of Broward County, and has 
recently been appointed as a Board 
Member for Women in Distress. “I am 
proud of his accomplishments both 
corporately and for his work for causes 

Continued on Page 9 
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by Judy Wong 
Training Tomorrow’s Leaders 

James A. Cummings, Inc. has 
recently been selected as 
Construction Manager for the 
Florida Atlantic University College 
of Engineering Computer Science 
Building, which will be 
constructed at their main campus 
in Boca Raton, Florida. 
 
What makes this building unique 
is that it will be submitted to the 
U.S. Green Building Council 
(USGBC) for Platinum Level 
certification, the first University 
facility to achieve this level in the 
State of Florida.   
 
While the eventual design 
program calls for The College of 
Engineering complex to have  
250,000 sf. of new construction, 
the initial phase of this Project will 
contain between 80,000 and 
100,000 sf. This will include 
classroom and laboratory spaces 

Leadership Broward Class XXV 
recently graduated this past June. 
Giovanna Alessi, Director of 
Business Development, was one 
of 53 business and community 
leaders that participated in this 
intense nine-month program 
which centers on critical issues 
facing Broward County. The 
program enhances  
each  
participant’s  
leadership  
skills while  
facilitating  
opportunities  
to interact  
with  
community  
leaders.  
 

As part of the program, the class 
is divided into teams and 
assigned a project. Giovanna and 
her team were assigned the Sun-
Sentinel Diversity Venture Fund 
“Build a Better Community” 
project which required making 
site visits and conducting 
evaluations of 19 non-profit 
agencies in Broward County that     
             received funding from the  
             Sun-Sentinel and United    
             Way.  
              
 Nicole Flier, Director of  
             Business Development,  
             recently graduated from  
             Leadership Boca which  
             represents the greater  
             Boca Raton Chamber of  
             Commerce’s effort to  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ensure that community leaders 
possess the knowledge that will 
enable them to meet the challenges 
of the future. This program is 
designed to educate civic-minded 
individuals to concerns facing the 
community. Similar to Leadership 
Broward, participants met with 
experts in the fields of government, 
health care, environment, 
education, etc. 
 

by Judy Wong 
Cummings Builds Green 

as well as administrative areas along 
with a super computing center and 
the “Center for Innovation 
Leadership.”     
  
There will be a “living, learning” 
laboratory. Students will be able to 
learn about Green Building Concepts  
from the use of educational plaques,  
which will be located throughout the  
complex. Some of these features may  
include the use of enhanced indoor  
environmental controls, high  
efficiency exterior wall systems, solar 
panels, high efficiency  
plumbing and wastewater  
systems, xeriscaping, a  
storm water collection  
system to reduce water  
usage and many other  
techniques will be  
considered into the design. 
 
Both Florida Atlantic  
University and James A.  

Cummings, Inc., together  
with the design team of STH 
Architects, are extremely excited 
to partner for this important and 
challenging opportunity and will 
greatly benefit from what this 
complex will provide relative to 
learning, living and the concept of 
pursuing a “green” way of life.   
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by Judy Wong 
Community Leadership (Con’t from page 7)  

who contributed, Beth raised 
$6,000 which will go towards 
finding a cure. Beth has five years 
experience in the marketing field,   
and is actively involved with the  
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, 
American Diabetes Association, 
Junior Achievement and is a 
Cheerleading coach for the Coral 
Springs Chargers. She has been 
with Cummings since August 2002.  
 
Flier is “Up & Comers”  
Winner 
 
The South Florida Business 
Journal recently  
honored Nicole  
Flier, Director of  
Business  
Development,  
at their 2007  
Up & Comers  
Award banquet.  
Nicole won this year’s  
award in the Real  
Estate Development  
category. The SFBJ  
Up & Comers Award  
recognizes outstanding  

young business leaders  
who are making their mark in 
Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm 
Beach counties. Nicole is actively 
involved in the American Heart 
Association “GO RED” for Women, 
March of Dimes, Junior 
Achievement and Palm Beach 
Community College Foundation. 
Nicole has 15 years experience in 
the construction industry and has 
been with Cummings since 
October 2005. 
 
Alyce Nominated for “Corporate    
Business Woman of the Year” 
 
            The South Florida Business    
             Journal recently honored   
              Alyce V. Zahniser,                
               Director of Diversity  
                 Development at their                 
                  2007 Corporate Woman  
                   of the Year Awards  
                      Luncheon. Alyce was  
                      one of the finalists  
                       who were  
                        recognized for                  
                        outstanding  
             achievements in  

growing and enhancing women in 
business. This award credits 
outstanding work in both business  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and community/civic/non-profit 
groups in Miami-Dade, Broward 
and Palm Beach Counties. Alyce 
has recently served as the 
President of  
the National Association of Women 
in Construction and has Chaired  
the Broward Alliance Minority/
Women Committee. She has 27 
years experience in the 
construction and diversity 
industries and has been with 
Cummings for 5 years.  

 

including Safety Director Jason 
Timmerman, accepted the award. 
Thank you to all for keeping our 
projects safe. 
 

For the third year in a row, James 
A. Cummings, Inc. has won the 
“Excellence” Construction Safety 
Award from the Central Florida 
Chapter of the Associated 
Builders and Contractors. We are 
not only at the highest level for 
the Chapter (Diamond), but have 
moved up to the Platinum level 
for ABC’s National STEP (“Safety 
Training and Evaluation 
Process”) Award. A reception 
was held at the Orlando Marriott 
Downtown during which  
Cummings representatives,  
 
 
 
 

by Judy Wong 
Cummings Receives Highest Safety Award 
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Kevin and Devon Vann 
welcomed their second child, 
Annalise Simms, into the world 
this past August. She weighed 
8lbs. Kevin is the Project 
Manager for the Timber Creek/
University High School and has 
been with Cummings for 2 
years. 
 
 
Congratulations to Christian 
and Connie Guarneri on the 
birth of their 2nd child. Kate was 
born July 20 and weighed a little 
over 8lbs. Christian is the 
Project Manager for the Palm 
Beach Community College 
Science and Technology 
Building and has been with 
Cummings for 7 years. 
 
 
Mark Cantrell and his wife, 
Maureen, are expecting their 
first child in May 2008. Mark has 
been with Cummings for 11 
years and is an Estimator in the 
Main Office. 
  

 

Baby Talk Engagements and 
Weddings 

Congratulations goes out to Freddy 
Torres, Project Engineer at the Coconut 
Grove Residences. After dating for 2 
years, he has asked his girlfriend, 
Martha, to marry him. They have not yet 
set a date for their wedding.  
 
 
 
 

This past August, Binh Nguyen, Project 
Engineer for High School “JJJ” married 
Tuyet Phuong Tran on August 6 in Bac 
Lieu City, Vietnam. 




